
SEE IT... HEAR IT... LOVE IT...
okanagansymphony.com

 SEASON SPONSOR 

LIVESTREAM	 Friday, April 1, 2022 7:30 pm
	 VIA UNICORNS.LIVE

KELOWNA	 Friday, April 1, 2022 7:30 pm
	 KELOWNA COMMUNITY THEATRE

VERNON	 Saturday, April 2, 2022 7:30 pm
	 VERNON PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE

ALEXALEX
CUBACUBA
OSOOSOandand

thethe
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THE ORCHESTRA   

Our Mission: To awaken curiosity and to 
share the power of live orchestral music. 

We are the Okanagan Symphony 
Orchestra, the third-largest professional 
orchestra in BC. We have shared live music 
experiences with residents and visitors to the 
Okanagan for over 60 years.  Over the last 15 
years, through the leadership of Music Direc-
tor Rosemary Thomson, the OSO has become 
a highly dedicated, professional ensemble.

Our professional players are talented 
musicians grounded and invested in our com-
munity, teaching music, mentoring our youth 
and performing as soloists and in ensembles 

throughout the valley and the province.
In addition to the many live public con-

certs presented annually, our community 
engagement programs bring unique music 
and learning experiences to everyone from 
preschoolers to seniors through programs 
like Symphony Storytime, school shows and 
band clinics, masterclasses and workshops, 
and especially to young musicians through 
our Okanagan Symphony Youth Orchestra 
(OSYO).

We are grateful for the many contribu-
tors who donate, sponsor, attend, partner and 
advise us in the work we do. 

OKANAGAN SYMPHONY SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT Judy Burns 
VICE-PRESIDENT Allyson Edwards
TREASURER John Bailey
SECRETARY Ana-Maria Covaser
DIRECTORS AT LARGE 
Jennifer McKenzie
Bryce Traister
Holly Wiesinger 

CONTACT US
250.763.7544  
admin@okanagansymphony.com
www.okanagansymphony.com
Box 20238
Kelowna, BC  V1Y 9H2

OKANAGAN SYMPHONY TEAM
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Geraldine Parent
OFFICE COORDINATOR Karen Kerswell   
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

 COORDINATOR Chris Dixon  
MARKETING ASS’T &  MUSIC LIBRARIAN Nikki Attwell 
COMMUNICATIONS & FUND DEVELOPMENT 

 OFFICER Debora Senger  
ORCHESTRA PERSONNEL &  

    OPERATIONS MANAGER Tim Watson 
SENIOR ACCOUNTANT Shantay Woytas 
WEBSITE CONSULTANT Karmen Doucette
ASS’T LIBRARIAN Sarah Anderson 
STAGE MANAGER David DeGryse 
ARTISTIC ADVISOR Meaghan Williams 
OSYO CO-CONDUCTOR Dennis Colpitts
CHORUS COORDINATOR &

 REHEARSAL PIANIST Carol Colpitts

SEE IT... HEAR IT... LOVE IT...
okanagansymphony.com
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ROSEMARY THOMSON 
Music Director / OSYO Co-Conductor

A highly skilled musician experienced in 
conducting a wide variety of repertoire with an 
innovative audience presentation, Rosemary 
Thomson is currently in her fifteenth season 
as Music Director of the Okanagan Symphony 
Orchestra. Under her leadership, the orches-
tra has blossomed and OSO audiences have 
grown to unprecedented levels. She has also 
led the OSO in creating multiple community 
engagement programs throughout the valley. 
In 2020, Rosemary also took on the role of 
Artistic Director for Opera Kelowna. She 
often shares her passion for music through-
out the valley as a guest host, instructor, and 
writer in schools, colleges, service clubs and 
through various media channels.

A graduate of the University of Toronto 
and the Banff Centre for the Arts, Ms. Thom-
son came to the Okanagan from the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra, where she was 
Resident Conductor and Chorus Master. For 
four seasons she was Assistant Conduc-
tor to Richard Bradshaw for the Canadian 
Opera Company. She also served as Con-
ductor in Residence for the Winnipeg Sym-
phony Orchestra, where she was mentored 
by Maestro Bramwell Tovey. For fourteen 
seasons she conducted Toronto’s new music 
ensemble Continuum, with whom she toured 
Canada and Europe and recorded several CDs 
of music by Canadian composers.

Ms. Thomson has been active as a guest 
conductor and has led a number of Canadian 
orchestras including those of Calgary, Edmon-
ton, Kingston, National Arts Centre, Regina, 
Toronto, Thunder Bay, Vancouver, Victoria, 
and Winnipeg. Operatically, she has been on 
the faculty for Opera Nuova (Edmonton) for 

15 seasons and has guest conducted Highlands 
Opera (Haliburton, Ontario), Opera Garden 
(Aberdeen, Scotland) and UBC Opera. She 
also conducted the world premiere of Yvette 
Nolan and Dean Burry’s opera Shanawdithit 
for Tapestry Opera in Toronto, for which she 
received a Dora nomination for Music Direc-
tion in 2020. Ms. Thomson will make her Van-
couver Opera debut in April 2022.

Ms. Thomson serves as a Regional Direc-
tor for the Canadian Music Centre and is on 
the National Advocacy team for Orchestras 
Canada. Her work has been recognized with 
the Honour in the Arts Award through the 
Kelowna Civic and Community recognition 
program as well as the Okanagan Arts Awards 
in the Music category. In 2021 she received the 
Provincial Community Spirit award through 
the BC Spirit Foundation. Through her work 
with Opera Kelowna, Rosemary has recently 
been named as one of two national mentors 
for the Women in Musical Leadership initia-
tive, a new program run by Tapestry Opera, 
Pacific Opera Victoria and the Toronto Sym-
phony Orchestra.

Ms. Thomson is the subject of a new doc-
umentary film titled Shiny Objects: The Con-
ductor with ADHD, which is currently being 
shown at film festivals around the world. 

Maestra’s Podium is sponsored in 
Memory of Jennifer Hindle.

ROSEMARY THOMSON
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OSO CHORUS & SOLOISTS

Trinity United Church
3300 Alexis Park Drive, Vernon

Monday May 2, 2022 | 7:30 pm

www.nocca.ca
Tickets: www.ticketseller.ca

Classical Music 
Romantic Danube
Budapest – Bratislava – Vienna – 
Durnstein – Salzburg – Passau

Sept 27 – Oct 7, 2022
Experience the rich culture and history 
of the Danube on the MS AmaSonata 
with the Juno Award-winning 
Gryphon Trio. Enjoy a program of 
extraordinary performances at some of 
the greatest performance halls of 
Europe such as Vienna’s Musikverein 
or State Opera.

www.sticanada.com

on
the 

4603 Main St, Vancouver BC  V5V 3R6
1-800-665-0998 sti@sticanada.com

May 6 & 7,  2022
7:30 PM AT THE KELOWNA

COMMUNITY THEATRE

PHOTO: EMILY COOPER | DANCERS: DESIREE BORTOLUSSI & VALENTIN CHOU 

TICKETS: 250.717.5304
ROTARYCENTREFORTHEARTS.COM

THANK YOU TO LEADERSHIP GIVING DONORS DR. ADRIAN BAK & 
PATRICIA AINSLIE FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF MACBETH

2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2  S E A S O N  P R E S E N T E D  B Y  
T H E  T H O M A S  A L A N  B U D D  F O U N D A T I O N

Keeping You Busy All Spring!
peakcellars.com

Check out our 
online event 
calendar for 
spring event 
information
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Violin I
Susan Schaffer,
    Acting Concertmaster1  
Cvetozar Vutev, Acting
    Assistant Concertmaster
Sandra Wilmot
Denis Letourneau
Julia Watson

Violin II
Martine denBok*2 

Narumi Higuchi 3 

John Suderman
Hilary Langton

Viola
Erin Macdonald*4

Sylvia Lange
Fahlon Smith

Cello
Martin Kratky**
Olivia Walsh5

Morna Howie 6

Double Bass
Meaghan Williams* 7

Flute
Anna McGuigan**8

Rhiannon Jones

Oboe
Lauris Davis*9

Juanita Gomes

Clarinet
Nicola Everton**
Sally Arai

Bassoon
Karmen Doucette* 10

Lori Barrett

Horn
Sam McNally** 11

Edmund House
 

Trumpet
Audrey Patterson* 12

Jim Howie

Trombone
Wade Dorsey*

Timpani
Dominique Bernath*13

Percussion
Katie Rife*

*Principal
**Acting Principal

On Leave for this program: 
Rachel Kristenson
Susan Aylard
Ashley Kroecher

THE MUSICIANS OF THE OSO

1 Concertmaster Chair sponsored by John K. Whitehead & Associates 
2 Principal Violin II Chair sponsored by The Meiklejohn Family 
3 Violin II Second Chair sponsored by Dr. Kong & Noelle Khoo
4 Principal Viola Chair sponsored by Annette Toop 
5 Cello Second Chair sponsored by Janet Parkins & Jim Boyd  
6 Morna Howie’s Cello Chair sponsored by Les & Catherine Dawson  
7 Principal Bass Chair sponsored by Jane Callahan 
8 Principal Flute Chair sponsored by Andrew Grindlay 
9 Principal Oboe Chair sponsored by Dr. Randall & Mrs. Lynn Fairey 
10 Principal Bassoon Chair sponsored by Harriet Foltinek 
11 

Principal Horn Chair sponsored by Robert & Kim Adria 
12

Principal Trumpet Chair sponsored by Andrew Grindlay
13

Principal Timpani Chair sponsored by Dr. Randall & Mrs. Lynn Fairey
 

JOIN THE MOVEMENT!
View our website, become a subscriber 

(supporter), share it with your circle of influence

kelownaperformingarts.ca

Consider joining our team as a volunteer

kelownaperformingarts@gmail.com
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GUEST ARTIST
Though raised in Artemisa, Cuba, an hour 
outside of Havana, Alex Cuba’s artistry is 
as far-flung as the place he has settled and

 lived for 
almost 
twenty 

years: Smith-
ers, BC, four-

teen hours 
north of 

Vancouver. 
His music at 

once incor-
porates his

roots and is a unique amalgam of styles, 
having collaborated with artists ranging 
from Jason Mraz to Ron Sexsmith and Nelly 
Furtado; and bringing together melodies, 
pop-soul hooks and rock chords in songs 
that may seem to bear little resemblance to 
traditional Cuban form.

A forward-thinking, indie-minded artist, 
Alex has amassed a steadily growing following 

among critics and fans, with over 20 awards 
and nominations to his name, including four 
Latin Grammys, two Junos Awards and four 
Grammy nominations.

His musical evolution for years was all 
about searching for the simplicity and soul 
in Cuban music — taking apart the complex 
arrangements, mixing it with North American 
influences, adopting the melodic simplicity 
of pop music, looking to Cuban folk tradi-
tions for inspiration— he’s always exploring, 
always creating something fresh and new, and 
always, it seems, getting it just right. 

In 2021 Alex recorded at home and added 
recording engineer to his credits as musi-
cian, singer-songwriter, producer. From the 
healing voice of Grammy Award winning Lila 
Downs on “Mundo Nuevo”, to his colourful 
collaboration with world-renowned flamenco 
artist Antonio Carmona, and commissioning 
a 13-piece horn band from his native Cuba, 
Alex’s vibrant eighth studio album, Mendó, is 
filled with international collaborations.

ALEX CUBA
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PROGRAM 

ALEX CUBA 
and the OSO
CONDUCTOR 	 ROSEMARY THOMSON
GUEST ARTIST 	 ALEX CUBA SINGER/SONGWRITER
		
	

Fred Perkins (1908–1988)

Fandango

Alex Cuba (b. 1974)

En Mi Guitarra 
Amor Infinito 
Ahora
Por Donde Vas
Ruido En El Sistema
Creo
Lo Mejor Para Mi 
Sólo Tu 
Si Pero No
Vampiro

Inter mission

Ernesto Lecuona (1896-1993)

Andalucia

Alex Cuba
El Día De Hoy 
De Camino 
Rompecabezas 
Sin Un Porque
Suspiro En Falsete 
Lamento
De Manera Que

SEASON
SPONSOR

GUEST ARTIST
SPONSOR

HOUSE PROGRAM
SPONSOR

KELOWNA
Friday
April 1
7:30 pm

Livestream through 
Unicorns.LIVE

VERNON
Saturday

April 2
7:30 pm

Thank you for 
ensuring that all 

electronic devices 
are set to “Silent.
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PROGRAM NOTES

VERNON May 28 7:00 pm
PENTICTON May 29 2:00 pm
KELOWNA May 29 7:00 pm
okanagansymphony.com/21-22-osyo

DENNIS COLPITTS & ROSEMARY THOMSON, CO-CONDUCTORS

2021/2022
SEASON

featuring works by

SMETANA
SAINT-SAËNS

BIZET

May 14 9:30 & 11 am

Humpty Dumpty

okanagansymphony.com

April 23 9:30 & 11 am

Cinderella

Presented by

2021/2022

AN INTERACTIVE
 MUSICAL EXPERIENCE
 FOR PRESCHOOLERS
 AND THEIR FAMILY 

 KELOWNA 
FRI MAY 13, 7:30 PM

PENTICTON 
SAT MAY 14, 7:30 PM 

VERNON 
SUN MAY 15, 7:00 PM

Tickets or livestream access at
 www.okanagansymphony.com/tickets
or call 250.717.5304 ext.103 (Kelowna & 

Penticton) or 250.549.7469 (Vernon)

BACK BACK TOTO
BEETHOVENBEETHOVEN
VIOLIN CONCERTO
SYMPHONY NO. 3 “EROICA”

GUEST ARTIST

KERSON 
LEONG
VIOLIN

“not just one of Canada’s 
greatest violinists, but one of 
the greatest violinists, period.”

— Toronto Star

 CONCERT SPONSOR   GUEST ARTIST PARTNER

Dr. George LUCIAK
Dr. Lidia SCHUSTER
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PROGRAM NOTES 

The Okanagan Symphony Orchestra’s
 inaugural commercial recording!

on the Centrediscs label

Three concerti

The Falcon’s Trumpet 
by R. MURRAY SCHAFER 

with GUY FEW trumpet 

Violin Concerto 
by IMANT RAMINSH

with MELISSA WILLIAMS violin 

Romantic Piano Concerto
 by ERNST SCHNEIDER

with JAEDEN IZIK-DZURKO piano

Plan on purchasing your piece
 of OSO history!

www.canadiansoundscapes.com

RELEASING
 AT OUR MAY 2022 

CONCERTS!

BACK WITH A NEW
 ROUND OF ONLINE,

 PRERECORDED 
CONVERSATIONS. 

Rosemary Thomson chats with 
the composers and 
soloists featured on

APRIL 14 IMANT RAMINSH
APRIL 21 MELISSA WILLIAMS
APRIL 28 ERNST SCHNEIDER
MAY 5   JAEDEN IZIK-DZURKO
MAY 12   GUY FEW

Check the front page of our 
website on the above dates
for the link to watch and react!

okanagansymphony.com

FIRST EDITION— MAY 10-12, 2022

Nicholas Denton Protsack & Cameron Crozman
Artistic Directors

OKANAGANCHAMBERFEST.COM

Discover the brand new 
Chamber Music Experience 

coming to the Okanagan Valley
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 SEASON SPONSOR 

 CONCERT & GUEST ARTIST
SPONSORS & PARTNERS 

 MEDIA & HOSPITALITY  
SPONSORS 

 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

 GOVERNMENT & COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS  

 FOUNDATIONS  

We extend our gratitude to those individuals who 
have chosen to support the Okanagan Symphony 

through our endowment funds held with:
 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF THE 
SOUTH OKANAGAN/SIMILKAMEEN 

Bob & Francis Garland Legacy Fund 
Colin & Lois Pritchard Foundation Fund 

Harold & Donna Schellenberg Legacy Fund 
Henderson Family SOPAC Building Fund 

Hugh & Eva Cleland Fund 
Patricia & Murray Craig Memorial Endowment Fund 

Okanagan Symphony Society — 
Penticton Branch Fund 

Okanagan Symphony Youth Orchestra (OSYO)

CENTRAL OKANAGAN FOUNDATION 
Colin & Lois Pritchard Foundation Fund 

Dick and Jean Hall Funds 
Flock Family Fund  

Dr. Kong Khoo & Noelle Nadeau Family Fund  
D & S Petraroia Family Fund  

Okanagan Symphony Society Endowment Fund 
Okanagan Symphony Youth Orchestra (OSYO) 

Quadburn Foundation  
Rix Family Foundation 

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF 
THE NORTH OKANAGAN 

Okanagan Musicians Endowment Fund 
Okanagan Symphony Society Fund 

Okanagan Symphony Youth Orchestra (OSYO)

or through these privately held endowments:
Jim and Laverne Popowich Foundation 

Reichwald Family Foundation at Calgary Foundation

 SPONSORS & PARTNERS

WE ACKNOWLEDGE THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
OF THE PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

 GUEST ARTIST PARTNER

Patricia PICHERACK
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OUR DEDICATED SUPPORTERS

We couldn’t do it without you!
Thank you for your gift to the Okanagan Symphony Orchestra   
from January 1 – December 31, 2021

SYMPHONY ($10,000+)

A Capella Foundation

Adria, Kim

Harmony Acura

JDS Energy & Mining Inc.

Peak Cellars

Patricia Boyd Trust

Schneider, Ernst & Colleen

UBC Faculty of Creative  

& Critical Studies 

ORATORIO ($5000 – $9,999)

Burns, Graham & Judy

Interior Savings Credit Union

Picherack, Patricia

Tjaden, Josh (In Memory of  

Joanne Tjaden)

CONCERTO ($2,500 – $4,999)

Anonymous

DTEC

Nicolay, June

OVERTURE ($1,000 – $2,499)

Arkinstall, Karin & Bill

Carr, Paul

Farnsworth, Roy & Dianne

Jarrett, Ruth

Kasdorf, Lina & Gerhard

Kenyon, Gerald & Carol

Klassen, Brad & Angela

Laliberte, Lucie

Williams, Maurice

Wilson, Gwynneth

SERENADE ($250 – $999)

Anonymous

Alexander, Doug & Donna

Bearman, Angela

Brown, Tom & Kate

Burge, Bob

Burke, Joan and David

Butterman, Dannie & Evelyn

Campbell, Peter & Yoko

Chisholm, Pat

Coates, Myrna

Durance, Eva

Edwards, Allyson

Eggert, Anne

Ellison, Peter & Dixie

Foltinek, Harriet

Fort, David & Karen

Giffen, Sharon

Gunderson, Judith & Dave

Katz, Diane

Kroecher, R. Or C.

LaGrange, Ray & Annette

Lau, Anthony

Luckhart, Joan

Lund, Mary & Charles

Maher, Dennis & Joanne

Malek, Anne-Marie & Mark

Parsons, Les & Sandra

Peacock, Paul & Margaret

Pollock, Beth (In Memory of  

Dr. Doug Pollock)

Sherwood, Greg A

Spencer, Andree

Tkachuk, Kelly (In Memory of  

Adrian Baker)

Townley, Kay & Mike

Webster, Susan

Chamber
Music Kelowna
Society

2021-2022 SEASON
Presented By

All at 7:30pm, Mary Irwin Theatre Rotary Centre for the Arts, Kelowna
Subscribe now to the 4-concert season for $156 (adult) 

Contact the RCA Box Office at 250.717.5304
 www.chambermusickelowna.ca

Friday, November 26, 2021 -- 
Friday, February 4, 2021 -- 

Friday, March 11, 2022 -- 
Friday, April 29, 2022 -- 

Gryphon Trio
Marina Thibeault (viola)   
and Corey Hamm (piano)
Ana Vidovic (guitar)
Viano String Quartet



Proud sponsor 
of the OSO

Open year-round for tastings and bistro dining
www.peakcellars.com


